Osteoporosis as the presenting sign of leukemic relapse in an adolescent: case report and literature review.
Osteoporosis in adolescence is rare and usually secondary to an underlying disease process whose diagnosis may be difficult to detect. Osteoporotic vertebral collapse is an uncommon presenting sign of acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL). We describe a 13-year-old boy with osteoporotic vertebral collapse secondary to relapse of ALL whose blood count and blood morphology were normal but whose 1,25 = (OH2) = vitamin D level was deficient. A combination of chemotherapy, calcitriol and calcitonin therapy was successful in reversing the process. His case is presented to describe the diagnostic and therapeutic issues involved.